
Ron Velder, CEO

RAYMOND - Farmers Cooperative has 
purchased a 23-acre site 1/2 mile North of 
Raymond for a new dry fertilizer building, 
plus ammonia and other fertilizers, which will 
be moved from town. Our goal is to get started 
this summer and try to be ready by next 
spring.  This will add value by having all of our 
fertilizer assets at one location. A new office 
and scale also will be added to the new site.

JANSEN - A new addition is to be added 
to our new dry shed at Jansen.  As you know, 
we had built a new plant a few years ago that 
holds 14,000 tons of dry fertilizer.  With the 
addition of Southeast Nebraska Co-op and the 
demand for dry products, we have moved to 
double the plant to 28,000 tons.  With more 
storage we can be more flexible in having 
product on hand with the trains we unload.  
Each train holds 6,500 tons; each car holding 
100 tons.  This has already started and will be 
done by fall.

New storage locations continue to get 
finished. All that is left is a 680,000 bushel 
concrete storage bin at Burchard and the two 
400,000 bushel bins at Ohiowa.  For the most 
part, we had an early start and avoided a lot of 
the rains.  We still think all locations should be 
ready for fall harvest.  I’m sure there will be a 
few open houses yet this summer.  

The new offices at Dorchester and McCool 
both have been finished.  Stop in and visit 
these locations if you get a chance!

Thank you for your continued patronage 
of Farmers Cooperative. Enjoy the balance of 
your summer and keep safe!

JULY 2015

GettinG Ready foR fall!

N E W  A S S E T S
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Ron Velder

Employee Damon 
Zeibig of the Hanover 
Branch handles the 
big rig in the Hanover 
Days of ’49 Parade.  
Watch for our latest 
semi-truck and 
trailer or sprayer at 
community parades 
and open houses. 

Hey Good Buddy, Got youR eaRs on?

The new offices at Dorchester and McCool 
have been finished.  Stop in and visit these 
locations if you get a chance!



GRain depaRtment

By Dale Hayek, Grain Manager

The market trades “rain makes grain” 
even on prevent planted acres until those 
acres are proven a loss….. and that usually 
doesn’t happen until harvest.  Unfortunately, 
the market rarely gets defensive on rain 
when it comes in the excessive amounts our 
territory has seen.  There is no doubt that we 
are the sour spot of production due to the 
rains.  Whether the rains stop, or continue to 
encompass more acres out East, remains to  
be seen.  

We are currently at contract lows for corn 
(6-16-15) and in most cases would be a buying 
opportunity; however, there are still a lot 
of old crop bushels to move and the overall 
cornbelt is moving along at a good pace.  Most 
farmers are facing the reality that a rally in the 
market is unlikely.  We are not competitive in 
the world market.  Also, ethanol has taken a 
hit on their profitability and continue to buy 
nearby usage.  DDG and ethanol have taken 
significant drops lately; not to mention the loss 
of about 100 million bushels of corn due to the 
birds liquidated due to bird flu.  The industry 
is bearish, there is no doubt about that.  But 
that is usually when some unforeseen market 
influence happens.

Just as ”the cure for high prices is high 
prices,” low prices cure low prices.  Meaning, 
low prices will spur demand, whether it’s 
domestic usage or exports.  The dollar 

valuation usually dictates our competitiveness 
in the world.  But the amount of acres South 
America shifted and/or developed into corn 
production can easily be switched to other 
crop production requiring less inputs and few 
logistical issues.  This doesn’t help corn prices 
in the short term, but it is optimistic in the 
long-term picture. 

The railroads are running on time and we 
are still shipping a lot of corn and soybeans 
by rail.  The UP has about 3,000 (17% of fleet) 
cars parked and BNSF about 6,500 (22.5% of 
fleet) cars parked; a reflection of the lack of 
export demand and domestic demand.  China 
will be in the market for soybeans this fall, but 
later than normal since South America has a 
huge crop to deliver.  

Going into harvest, the large inverses we 
have seen in previous years probably won’t 
be there since our China export program will 
be a month or so later, coupled with the fact 
that we are sitting on a larger carry out of 
soybeans this year.  Obviously there won’t be a 
quick ship inverse on corn as the country and 
elevators will be challenged to empty before 
harvest.  Because of this, we are well ahead 
of last previous year’s movement as we are 
anticipating more volume.  

Dale Hayek

Rain Makes Grain… and Other Issues

Farmers Cooperative   •   (402) 946-22112



By Doug Lewis

The start to the 2015 growing season has 
been interesting to say the least. Extremely wet 
conditions are making it difficult to finish the 
planting (multiple times in some cases) of the 
2015 crop along with spraying and other field 
work. Currently, there is estimated to be 11 
million acres of beans to be planted with half of 
those acres double crop following wheat.  

Excessive rainfall has caused some concern 
on crop potential with the trade feeling like 
we have taken the top off the yield potential. 
Trade bias is for a 1 million acre cut in the corn 
acreage. The trade has always said that “rain 
makes grain,” but I have also heard that “a wet 
year will starve you to death, while a dry year 
will worry you to death.”

While the North American crops have 
struggled up to this point, the South American 
crops have fared much better. Some estimated 
production numbers currently being tossed 
around for South American crops are at record 
levels for both corn and beans. This could lead 
to increased competition in the export markets.

A few things that I feel could influence the 
markets this summer and beyond are:

1.  June 30th Acreage and Stocks Number. 
Final acreage and stocks numbers will give 
us a better idea on production potential 
and total supply. 

2.  China. Will they continue to cancel/
slow import of DDG’s and soy products? 
Does the Chinese government cut the 
minimum price loan which would reduce 
the Gov’t stockpiles of corn they have? 
These have been estimated at 86 mmt’s.

3.  Weather. Do we continue the current 
trend of well-above average rainfall or 
do we return to a more typical weather 
pattern? 

4.  South American Production. Just how 
big does the crop out of South America 
get, and how much will they have available 
to export in to the world markets?

5.  Value of U.S. Dollar. Will the dollar value 
increase? Or, does it back off enough 
to give us a pricing advantage in export 
markets?

The market will continue to be unpredictable 
as the future holds too many unknowns that 
can influence it. A marketing plan built around 
options gives us the flexibility to manage 
through any kind of market environment. Feel 
free to contact us to discuss your individual 
situation.

The Market, Unpredictable?

maRket news

Rain Makes Grain… and Other Issues
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Finding Happiness in the Craziness of Life

We’d like to thank Bernard “Bernie” Dalton for all of his years of 

great service delivering propane in the Burchard area.  Bernie retired 

on April 18th and is pictured with his wife Meredith.

Congratulations, Bernie,  

and enjoy your much  

deserved time off.

time flies!

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ! ! !

Chris Foree,  Emcee

Jimmy Steinauer, Musician

Kathy Peterson 
People Works, Inc.

ladies’ niGHt out!

Farmers Cooperative held their annual 
“Ladies’ Night Out” on Thursday, April 
9th at the Exhibition Hall in Tuxedo Park, 
Crete with 440 guests in attendance.    
Chris Foree was emcee for the event.  A 
delicious meal was provided by Kerry’s 
Restaurant & Catering of McCool 
Junction. Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard 
& Winery of Brownville, provided 

a wine bar for the ladies to enjoy.   The ladies were 
entertained by Jimmy Steinauer, acoustical guitarist 
and musician from Seward. Guest speaker, Kathy 
Peterson, founder of People Works, Inc. provided 
lots of laughter and delivered an inspiring program 
entitled “Finding Happiness in the Craziness of 
Life.”   Door prizes from local vendors were given 
out and everyone went home with a small gift from 
Farmers Cooperative.  Thank you to everyone who 
attended the event and those who helped make it a 
success!   Please watch your future newsletters for 
details on our 2016 “Ladies’ Night Out.”
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So are tires going up in price? I get that 
question asked almost daily and I wish I knew.  

I do know that the farm tire market is very 
soft right now, and yes, prices have come down 
considerably compared to last year at this time.   
The farm tire plants are running at half the 
capacity because of the soft original-equipment 
market which would be the implement dealers.  
So right now it is a buyer’s market if you are in 
need of farm tires.  The passenger/light truck tire 
market is another story.

Right now the market is soft, but a change is 
on the horizon.  It is very interesting how the 
world market and China can affect us here at the 
local coop.  United States tire companies build 
millions of tires in China utilizing cheap labor, 
or so it seems.   The United States Department 
of Commerce has been investigating these 
companies and reviewing the tire companies 
who build tires in China making sure they are 
doing things above board and using fair business 
practices. So what did they find this week? Are 
they dumping tires cheaper than they should into 
this country making it hard for the companies 
who build tires in this country to remain 
competitive?  The answer is yes they are.                                  

The Department of Commerce announced 
its final determinations in the antidumping duty 
and countervailing duty investigations on the 
import of certain Chinese tires. The DOC ruled 
to impose antidumping duties ranging from 
14.35% to 87.99% and countervailing duties up 
to 100.77%, after deciding some tire companies 

were being unfairly subsidized by the Chinese 
government.  

So what does this mean to the tire builders 
who import tires into this country from China?  I 
believe they will be looking for other countries to 
move the molds to, such as India or Mexico.  They 
will need to do this to stay competitive. It makes 
no sense to import tires into this country that cost 
more money to build and ship here from China if 
the Chinese government is being taxed so heavily 
on every tire they build and ship here.  So can 
this country build all the tires we need and keep 
the price down?  I think not.  I think we will have 
a short-term shortage and prices will go up. See 
the chart below for the last three years showing 
the number of tires China exports and the dollar 
value of those tires into this country.Next year 
will be very interesting to see what happens and 
how this will all play out.  As I said earlier, right 
now we are looking at a buyer’s market.  
If you are in need of tires for any 
vehicle you own, buy now.  
The tire manufacturers 
have some very good 
rebates for you to 
take advantage of 
and we will pass 
them along to 
you. Thanks for 
your support and 
talk to you next 
time. 

seRvice news

A Buyers Market
By Brent Colgrove
TBA Manager

Brent Colgrove

IMPORT STATISTICS: 
CHINA 

2012 2013 2014

Volume  
(number of tires) 

31,479,000 50,847,000 58,012,000 

Value (USD) 1,265,918,000 2,078,271,000 2,264,560,000 
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tHeRe aRe sometHinGs money can’t Buy

By Dennis Kenning, 
Sales and Marketing Manager

Almost everyone has seen the Master Card 
“Priceless” commercial. The first “Priceless” 
commercial was about a dad who takes his son 
to a baseball game and pays for a hot dog, a 
drink, and tickets. The talk and bonding time 
between the father and son are “Priceless,” 
because there are some things that money 
can’t buy. I would hope that our patrons feel 
that way about Farmers Cooperative and our 
employees. We hope that the experience of our 
patrons working with Farmers Cooperative is 
“Priceless” because there are some things that 
money can’t buy.

I know that all of our employees have the 
product knowledge to help our producers. 
Farmers Cooperative employees have this 
knowledge to provide sound advice. We take 
pride in providing outstanding service to our 

customers.  You see, our patrons’ success is 
our success. I believe that if our producers 
do well, we, as a company, will be successful. 
There are those things that go on behind the 
scenes that you may not notice. Constructing 
additional grain storage and double scales 
allows our producers to get back to the field 
to get their crops harvested quickly. Our 
Agronomy Centers have the right products 
on hand and personnel to help producers get 
the seed, fertilizer, and crop protection in the 
field. Farmers Cooperative really believes in our 
slogan, “Investing in our Owners’ Success!” It’s 
about re-investing in those things that help our 
producers. That’s “Priceless!”

This “Priceless” attitude is not just about the 
business of being a company, it also includes 
helping people. A great example of that was the 
flood right here in DeWitt. Our employees, using 
Farmers Cooperative equipment, were there 
to help a community. Many of our employees 

Serving Our Local Communities,   “Priceless”



helped out by pumping out basements and 
scooping up deposits of mud. Others were there 
to carry out furniture, bedding, appliances, 
and other personal property that was lost in 
the flood. I know several agronomy and tire 
employees were there to do the heavy lifting 
of water-soaked items. That’s not a fun or easy 
job. A couple of the local residents told me 
personally how thankful they were for this help. 
I would like to say thank you to our employees 
who did all this work. That’s “Priceless!”

Farmers Cooperative, along with our partners, 
Land O’ Lakes and Invest an Acre, have already 
donated $29,500 this spring to help our area 
food banks. It’s about helping those people in 
need. I see our employees help and volunteer at 
County Fairs, Community Celebrations, Farm 
Safety Camps, and elementary programs such as 
the “Day on the Farm.” Many of our employees 
serve on Fire Departments and Rescue Units 
to serve and protect others. More importantly 
it’s really great that the management of Farmers 
Cooperative allows and encourages employees to 
serve in their local community and help others. 
That’s “Priceless!” (see photos on page 12)

Just like the Master Card “Priceless” 
commercial, you can buy a lot of things in life, 
but you can’t buy good advice, willingness to 
serve patrons, kindness, caring, and wanting 
to help others.  That’s the Farmers Cooperative 
way. That’s “Priceless!”
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Serving Our Local Communities,   “Priceless”

Wesley Hedges

whedges@farmers 
co-operative.com
 
402-239-3749

My interest in agriculture comes from 
helping with the family farm. I have 
been involved with farming my entire 
life, so I am familiar with the aspects of 
crop production. Growing up around 
agriculture gave me the desire to learn 
more, so I completed a Bachelor’s degree 
in Plant and Soil Sciences with a minor 
in Agricultural Economics at Oklahoma 
State University. 

I then went on to achieve a Master’s 
degree in Agronomy at OSU, with an 
emphasis on cropping systems. My thesis 
project was to evaluate various starter 
fertilizer placements and nitrogen rates 
in corn and soybeans to determine the most effective method of 
maximizing early plant vigor, grain yield, and economic return in 
the Southern Plains. I was also involved in extension programs, 
which included soybean, winter canola, sesame, and peanut 
variety trials located on producers’ farms across the state. 

After college I discovered my passion for precision agriculture. 
I worked with growers in writing variable rate planting, nutrient, 
and irrigation prescriptions. I worked with various soil-moisture 
monitoring systems that utilized radio and telemetry technology. 
After harvest I used yield data to analyze on-farm research trials, 
hybrids/varieties, and VR prescription performance, just to name 
a few.

Throughout my career in precision ag I have learned and 
continue to learn of ways precision ag technology can be used to 
improve yield and efficiency.  I believe the utility of science and 
technology is limited by the creativity and knowledge of the user.  
Finding new and better ways to use science and technology to 
improve yield and efficiency for the grower is what drives me.  

I am excited to join Farmers Cooperative as the new Precision 
Ag Manager.  Please call me with any precision ag questions!

Farmers Cooperative is happy to 
announce that Wesley Hedges has been 
hired as our Precision Ag Manager.  
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By Chris Foree, The Oil Guy

Recently, The Boss made it clear that she feels I 
should step away from certain responsibilities at 
the home office.  Sincerely, I do not comprehend 
the gravity of remembering to fill water dishes 
for dear Noodles and Socks.  The silly cats must 
not suffer grievous thirst if they cannot locate the 
prodigious bowl of water, always cool and most 
often clear, conveniently located in our powder 
room.  For proper feline hydration and safe 
passage through unsupervised hours, I forget to 
close the lid on the loo at all times.  This noble 
act of kindness to weaker beings I dutifully 
perform, only to be accused of chauvinistic 
absent-mindedness.   Should I someday return 
to headquarters and discover two desiccated little 
furry bodies lying flat before the commode; their 
demise shall not be placed upon my head.  

  Nonetheless, I must admit my memory has 
become a bit unstable.   Details seem to evaporate 
into the atmosphere, never to be recaptured.   
Critical information simply falls out of suspension 
within the murky volume of fluid sloshing about 
between my ears, forever deposited as useless 
sludge at the bottom of a rusty brain bucket.   
Say…perhaps I can convince The Boss that this 
is sort of an achievement.  Eureka, my darling!   I 
forget things much more quickly, and completely, 

than ever before!  Rejoice with me that I am more 
efficient, these days, at something!  Now then, 
what was I writing about?  Oh yes…chemical 
volatility!

The chart above illustrates the results of chemical 

volatility testing (listed by blind alphabetic letter 
assigned each product) performed on several 
brands of heavy-duty diesel engine oil (SAE 
15W-40) by a certified oil-analysis laboratory.  
As defined by that bastion of linguistic integrity, 
Wikipedia, “in chemistry and physics, volatility is 
the tendency of a substance to vaporize.”  Simply 
put, the higher the percentage of volatility by 
weight, the more unstable a substance is said to be.  

This is a very important characteristic to 
consider when dealing with lubricants.  Diesel 
engine oil, in particular, does its work in a very 
hostile environment.   Tremendous heat and 
pressure combine with soot and other fuel 
byproducts during the combustion sequence, 
making life extremely difficult for the lubricant.  
The more volatile the lubricant chemistry, the 
more reactive are its constituents, and the more 
readily the oil will evaporate when exposed to 
such extreme forces.  This is commonly known 
in the industry as the rate of consumption.  
Additionally, higher volatility increases oil’s 
tendency to allow components to drop out of 
suspension, thus accelerating deposit and sludge 
formation.  

Therefore, the percentage of volatility is one 
measure of lubricant quality, “directly related to 
the base oil slate utilized in the formulation,” as a 
respected peer aptly states.  He means the better 
stuff is less volatile.  The volatility data shown 
in our little chart proves that the diesel engine 
oil products offered by Farmers Cooperative 
perform as well as, and in many cases quite a bit 
better than, the biggest names in the industry.  

That’s reassuring information to many of us who 
regularly use oil offered by Farmers Cooperative.  
It’s comforting to know those engines will be 
well-protected even if we run extended drain 
intervals in our equipment.   I don’t remember 
her saying anything about it, but The Boss says 
I forgot to change her oil.  That’s okay; using 
our stuff, she can run quite a few miles over the 
manual’s recommendation.  Still, I’ll get right to 
it this weekend.  Only a man unstable in his ways 
would forget and invite a volatile confrontation 
with The Boss.  

tHe oil Guy

A Man Unstable in All His Ways

Chris Foree

Sample ID Diesel Engine Oil SAE 15W-40 Volatility, % wt

A Top selling major brand 14.0

C Top selling major brand 12.0

E OEM brand 14.4

H OEM brand 13.1

K Cooperative/independent brand 11.2

L Cooperative/independent brand 10.7
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By Chuck Swerczek
Petroleum Sales & Marketing

Farmers Cooperative is an authorized Cenex® 
Ruby Fieldmaster®/Roadmaster® XL Premium 
Diesel dealer. Ruby Fieldmaster/Roadmaster XL 
is recognized as the industry’s leading premium 
diesel fuel powering the demands of high-tech 
engines with an enhanced product formulation.   

Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster®/Roadmaster® XL 
contains a special additive package to meet the 
2014 Tier 4 engine technologies and EPA mandates 
to reduce emissions. Today’s engines use high-
pressure common rail (HPCR) direct injection 
technology to provide significantly greater 
efficiencies than conventional diesel engines. 
These engines operate under high temperatures 
and pressures that can literally “cook” typical #2 
diesel fuel, resulting in injector/filter problems, 

reduced efficiency and costly repairs.
No other premium diesel contains a more 

complete balanced additive package that helps 
avoid the hassle of splash blending or top treating 
with aftermarket products.

Cenex® Premium fuels are “Smart Injected” at 
the terminal while loading fuel to ensure quality 
specifications are met.

Ruby Fieldmaster® is a true premium diesel that 
is formulated to handle the rugged challenges of 
farming. It is an investment that pays for itself, 
plus it is backed by the best warranty of its kind 
in agriculture. Users of Ruby Fieldmaster® can 
purchase a “Total Protection Warranty Plan” that 
will cover new equipment for up to 10 years or 
10,000 hours and used equipment up to 8 years 
or 8,000 hours.

Contact your Location Branch Manager for 
more details, or call me at 402-580-7562.

fuels

Fuels- Premium Diesel

Welcome!
I want to welcome all the Pony Express 

patrons and employees to the Farmers 

Cooperative family. I look forward to meeting 

with you in the near future to address your 

needs and discuss our offering of premium 

diesel fuels, lubricants, DEF and storage tanks, 

and much more. 

I’m looking forward to putting your needs 

first, and “Investing in Our Owners’ Success.”

Ruby Fieldmaster®/Roadmaster® XL Advantages

1. Improves fuel economy by as much as 5%

2. Increases power by up to 4.5%

3. Boosts lubricity by 10-15%

4. Extends life of injectors/injector pumps

5. Reduces maintenance costs

6. Has a higher cetane number (typically 48+)

7. Helps prevent fouling issues (in 2007 and newer engines)

Chuck Swerczek
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eneRGy news

By Tom Garner, Energy Manager 

On June 1 2015, Farmers Cooperative 
purchased the Pony Express Service Center at the 
intersection of KS 148 and KS 36 near Hanover, 
Kansas, from John and Lisa Diederich. The new 
name will be Farmers Cooperative Pony Express 
and will bring new services to our existing Kansas 
customers as well as potential new customers in 
the area.

The business is comprised of 24-hour fueling 
pumps for both gas and diesel, a full-service tire 

and vehicle maintenance shop, 
a full-service C-store, bulk 

fuel delivery, and an 
adjoining café that is 
operated by a private 
party. We recently 

installed three new 
super high capacity 

24-hour diesel pumps to 
facilitate faster fueling of trucks 

and equipment that have large tanks. We also 

transitioned the site to our accounting system and 
are now capable of taking the Farmers Cooperative 
proprietary card. Our proprietary card allows you 
to make fuel purchases at Pony Express as well as 
at all of our other locations and be billed on your 
monthly Farmers Cooperative bill. Both bulk and 
pump fuel purchases are eligible for patronage. 
Recent history shows that we have been paying 
between 1.5 and 2% patronage on fuel purchases. 
You can request a card at the Pony Express, the 
Hanover grain facility or any of our other branches.

We recently hired Tyler Snyder as the location 
manager and John Diederich has joined the 
Farmers Cooperative employee group as the bulk 
fuel driver/tire shop. The faces in the C-store will 
also be familiar as Cindy, Doris, Deb, or Micaella 
will still be the friendly face behind the counter.

We are very happy to be able to expand our 
service offerings in the Hanover area and look 
forward to the opportunity to earn your fuel and 
tire business.

New Services Offered In Northern Kansas

Tom Garner
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Early Season Moisture
By Kevin Wittler, Feed Department Manager

As of this writing we have received record-
setting rainfall over the vast majority of our trade 
territory.  We have seldom wanted the rain to stop 
at this time of the year, but enough is enough 
and the producers that have planted a portion 
of their crop for the third time would like to put 
the planter away for the season. By the time you 
are reading this article, hopefully, we are finding 
that our fields have dried down to an abundance 
of moisture rather than the saturated ponding we 
had been accustomed to.

Early season moisture has provided ample sites 
for fly production and we have seen a tremendous 
explosion in the early season fly population. 
Feed thru fly control has greatly reduced the 
number of flies feeding on cattle, however, we 
see reduced control when the eggs are not laid in 
the manure piles. As dryer conditions arrive we 
will see increased control and a reduction in the 
population. The pastures where feed thru control 
has been offered are seeing fewer populations and 
less problems. We expect to see increasing control 
as dryer conditions force flies back to the manure 
piles. If you are wanting to start with a feed thru 
product at this point we would recommend 
knocking your fly population back with a spray- 
type method initially in order to get ahead of the 
large population present this year. Please contact 
one of your cattle specialists for their program 
recommendation.

If you are wishing to utilize your cooperative 
creep feeder programs and have not reserved a 

rental, rent-to-own, or purchase option, please 
reserve one as soon as possible. Each year our 
available supply becomes very tight during the 
prime feeding period and forecasting those needs 
allows us to most closely fulfill your requests. 
Availability of feeders allows your cooperative 
to help you as our producer owners capture the 
many benefits creep feeding your calves offers. 
We would certainly appreciate the opportunity 
to discuss those programs with you and make a 
recommendation on what best fits your needs and 
performance goals.

By this reading county fair season has arrived 
and we certainly encourage all of you to support 
our young  producers as they exhibit the projects 
they have worked so hard on throughout the past 
year.  Please be sure to congratulate the area’s 
youth poultry exhibitors on the efforts they put 
forth but are unable to showcase due to the state 
ban on poultry exhibitions as a result of the bird 
flu challenge. They have put forth the effort yet 
understand the importance of containment to the 
states poultry industry.

Your cooperative is once again providing fun 
T-shirts for our 4H and FFA youth exhibitors. 
Please stop in and pick yours up at your nearest 
location. We wish everyone the best of luck and 
above all, enjoy the area fairs.

Thank you for the opportunity you afford us to 
work with each of your operations.

feed depaRtment

Kevin Wittler

Have a Safe 

Summer!
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day camp invest an acRe

This spring Farmers Cooperative partnered 
with Land O’Lakes and Invest an Acre to donate 
over $29,000 to support area Food Banks in our 
trade area. Presenting a check to Blue Valley 
Community Action was Mike McLain, Fairbury 
Agronomy Branch Manager; Ryan Bailey, Blue 
Valley Community Action; Eric Bartels, Fairbury 
Tire Shop Manager; Larry Miller, Service Branch 
Manager, and Dennis Kenning, Sales and 
Marketing Manager.

Farmers Cooperative employees presented at the Saline County “Farm Safety 
For Just Kids” Day Camp on June 11th in Crete. Employees Nick Sousek, Darcy 
Baker, Wanda Schwisow, and Dennis Kenning presented a program about 
tractor safety. The camp had well over 200 elementary youth.


